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Esther “Pop” Quiz #0100:
“Several Bidding Conundrums and
A Centennial-Quiz Tribute to Ron Klinger and His
‘Suit Quality Test ('SQT’) Score’”

Esther Klinktoast-Houstonhousen!
To return to the “Esther Bridge Lessons,” CLICK:
https://esther-bridge.com/index.html

To return to the “Esther Bridge ‘Pop’ Quizzes”, CLICK:
https://esther-bridge.com/quiz.html

Ron Klinger (1941- ) 1is an Australian contract bridge player who
has written more than 70 bridge books including his 1990 book,
Guide to Better Card Play, which won the “American Bridge Teachers’
Association (ABTA) Bridge Book of the Year Award.” His book, Right
Through the Pack Again, won the 2010 “International Bridge Press
Association Book of the Year Award.” He was Editor of Australian
Bridge for 13 years (1972-1985). For many years he has written,
and still currently writes, a weekly bridge column for both the
Sydney Morning Herald and The Sun-Herald.

Klinger also originated the Ron Klinger “Suit Quality Test (‘'SQT’)

Score”.? The “SQT Score” is computed by adding together (1) the
number of cards held in the Suit and (2) the number of Honors
(including the Ten if you also hold a higher Honor) held in the
Suit. Suit contracts set at a level of “SQT Score” - 6 are generally
relatively safe.

The “SQT Score” recognizes the fact that card counts and
distributions are more important than HCPs when setting Suit
contracts. This view was popularized by Larry Cohen’s 1992 ABTA
award-winning book, To Bid or Not to Bid: The LAW of Total Tricks.
And Cohen’s compatriot Marty Bergen, in Bergen’s ABTA 1996 award-
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1 As noted in an article in the Winter/Spring, 2024 article in The American Bridge Teachers’
Association (ABTA) Journal, https://esther-bridge.com/pdf/ABTA 1 24.pdf, Esther Klinktoast-
Houstonhousen in fact is a hypothetical, and not a real person! So this article was really, really
written by Bruce Thompson.

2 See Ron Klinger’s web posting at:

https://csbnews.org/en/the-suit-quality-test-by-ron-klinger/
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winning book, Points Schmoints!, also teaches the all-important
philosophy underlying the “Law of Total Tricks”. The “Law of Total
Tricks” says:

When you are bidding a Suit contract, assuming both you
and Partner are bidding rationally, you will almost always
(about 85% of the time in Esther’s estimation) make a
Suit contract if your contract is set at, or lower than, the

number of Trump cards you hold minus 6!
In one of her lessons, “ (1) Does the ‘Law of Total Tricks’ (‘LOTT')
Really Work, and (2) Is the ‘LOTT’ Magic?”, Esther summaries
related empirical bridge research exploring how well the “Law of
Total Tricks” actually functions:
https://esther-bridge.com/pdf/LOTT bad.pdf

Board #6 Knoxville BBO
499er Game 10/23/24

DLR: EAST
VUL: E/W
NORTH (7)
S: KT 97 4 3
H: 7 3
D: A 3
C: T8 3
SOUTH (3)
S: J 8
H: A QT
D: T 4
C: AJ 9 752
Bidding
EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH
1D 2C PASS 28
3D PASS PASS 38 ??°?

1. Are NORTH’s bids appropriate? (a) Is NORTH’s 15t bid of 28
appropriate? (b) Is NORTH’s 279 bid of 38 appropriate?
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To see Esther’s suggested answers, CLICK:
https://esther-bridge.com/quiz/q0100 al.pdf
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